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LB 619 FACT SHEET

1.  The bill is primarily  about inclusion of Licensed Independent Mental Health Practitioners (LIMHP) into the definition of mental health professionals at the Nebraska Mental Health Commitment Act in order to be eligible for membership of the commitment boards.     Licensed Independent Mental Health Practitioners already have been established by law 2007  that we can diagnose and treat major mental disorders which  is the category of mentally ill and dangerous. 

2. The Social Workers, who are a discipline of LIMHP, are  already eligible for  the Mental Health Commitment Board membership.    Marriage and Family Therapists,  whose training overlap  than differ  from the Social Workers   are subsumed under the LIMHP umbrella category like the social workers.  Therefore, logically,   Licensed Independent Mental Health Practitioners   should be eligible.

3. Most importantly, it is an upgrade of the current  requirement.    Instead of Licensed Mental Health Practitioners   such as “a clinical social worker” we are proposing Licensed Independent  Mental Health Practitioners  to  serve on the commitment boards.   This is similar to Medicaid Division using   LIMHPs as supervising practitioners once they become a credentialed entity.  
4. This is a public access issue.  There are 93 counties in Nebraska.  ¼  of which have no mental health professional.  ¼  of which have only one mental health professional.  In allowing qualified clinicians to be eligible for membership of commitment boards,   you have doubled the pool of usage.  Currently there are over 600 Licensed Independent Mental Health Practitioners.   

5.  Another compelling argument is that in current statutes  “a layperson with a demonstrated interest in mental health and substance dependency issues” is  eligible for membership on the commitment boards,  an  LIMHP is obviously  qualified too!    


6.  The accredited marriage and family therapy programs and accredited social work programs (UNL and UNO )  have coursework in  risk assessment and psychopathology to equip the practitioners to diagnose and treat major mental disorders.
7. The Social Workers and Family Therapists are employed as clinicians in inpatient psychiatric facilities and often times they do the team work in assisting the diagnosing and treating of the  mentally ill and dangerous patients or the potentially mentally ill and dangerous patients.
8. As an example to show  Marriage and Family Therapists are trained as clinicians like the psychologists, at  the UNL Program, the Psychology graduate students take  the psychopathology course along with the Marriage & Family Therapists housed  in the MFT program at the  Child, Youth and Family Department taught by  Marriage and Family Therapy  Program faculty.  
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